


DANGER

AMMONIA TEST SOLUTION #2
May be corrosive to metals • Causes severe skin burns and eye damage • Causes serious 
eye damage • Harmful to aquatic life•Do not breathe dust / fume / gas / mist / vapors / 
spray • Wear protective gloves/ protective clothes/ eye protection/face protection • 
Keep only in original container • Avoid release to environment • IF SWALLOWED: Rinse 
mouth. DO NOT induce vomiting • IF ON SKIN (or hair): Take off immediately all 
contaminated clothing. Rinse skin with water/shower • IF IN EYES: Rinse cautiously with 
water for several minutes. Remove contact lenses, if present and easy to do. Continue 
rinsing • Immediately call a POISON CENTER/Doctor/Physician/first aider • Specific 
treatment (see advice on this label) • Wash contaminated clothing before reuse • Absorb 
spillage to prevent material damage • IF INHALED: Remove person to fresh air and keep 
comfortable for breathing • Store locked up • Dispose of contents/container to 
authorized chemical landfill or if organic to high temperature incineration.

NITRITE TEST 

Why Test For Nitrite? 
Nitrite (NO2

–) is produced in the aquarium by the biological filter. 
Beneficial bacteria in the biological filter convert ammonia into 
nitrite. The biological filter then converts nitrite into nitrate (NO3

–). 
Nitrite in the aquarium is toxic; it will prevent fish from carrying on 
normal respiration, and high levels will quickly lead to fish death. 
Even trace amounts of nitrite stress fish, suppressing their immune 
system and increasing the likelihood of disease. Too many fish, as 
well as uneaten fish food and decomposing plants and other 
organic matter can cause excessive nitrite levels. Water should 
be tested for nitrite every other day when the aquarium is first set 
up, and once a week after the biological filter has been 

established (in about 4 - 6 weeks). Using API QUICK START will 
help accelerate the development of the biological filter.

Testing Tips 
This test kit reads total nitrite (NO2

–) level in parts per million (ppm) 
which are equivalent to milligrams per liter (mg/L) from 0 - 5.0 
ppm (mg/L). 

Directions 
1. Fill a clean test tube with 5 ml of water to be tested (to the 
 line on the tube).
2. Add 5 drops of Nitrite Test Solution, holding dropper bottle  
 upside down in a completely vertical position to assure  
 uniformity of drops. 
3.  Cap the test tube and shake for 5 seconds. 
4. Wait 5 minutes for the color to develop.
5. Read the test results by comparing the color of the solution 
 to the Nitrite Color Chart. The tube should be viewed in a  
 well-lit area against the white area of the chart. The closest  
 match indicates the ppm (mg/L) of nitrite in the water  
 sample. Rinse the test tube with clean water after use. 

What the Test Results Mean 
In new aquariums the nitrite level will gradually climb to 5 ppm 
(mg/L) or more. As the biological filter becomes established, 
nitrite levels will drop to 0 ppm (mg/L). In an established 
aquarium, the nitrite level should always remain at 0; any level 
above 0 can harm fish. The presence of nitrite indicates possible 
over-feeding, too many fish, or inadequate biological filtration.  
Reducing Aquarium Nitrite Levels 
Making partial water changes can also help reduce nitrite, 
especially if the initial level is very high. Use API QUICK START to 
help speed the development of the biological filter. Adding API 

AQUARIUM SALT will reduce nitrite toxicity to fish while the 
biological filter is removing the nitrite.

NITRATE TEST 

Why Test for Nitrate? 
Nitrate (NO3

–) is produced in the aquarium by the biological 
filter. Beneficial bacteria in the biological filter convert toxic 
ammonia and nitrite into nitrate. A high nitrate level indicates a 
build-up of fish waste and organic compounds, resulting in poor 
water quality and contributing to the likelihood of fish disease. 
Maintaining a low nitrate level improves the health of fish & 
invertebrates. Excessive nitrate also provides a nitrogen source 
that can stimulate algal blooms. Aquarium water should be 
tested for nitrate once a week to make sure the nitrate does not 
reach an undesirable level. 

Testing Tip: This test kit reads total nitrate (NO3
–) level in parts per 

million (ppm) which are equivalent to milligrams per liter (mg/L) 
from 0 - 160 ppm. 

Directions 
1. Fill a clean test tube with 5 ml of water to be tested (to the  
 line on the tube). 
2. Add 10 drops from Nitrate Test Solution #1, holding dropper  
 bottle upside down in a completely vertical position to  
 assure uniformity of drops. 
3. Cap the test tube & invert tube several times to mix solution. 
4. Vigorously shake the Nitrate Test Solution #2 for at least 30  
 seconds. This step is extremely important to insure accuracy  
 of test results. 
5. Now add 10 drops from Nitrate Test Solution #2, holding  
 dropper bottle upside down in a completely vertical position  
 

 to assure uniformity of drops. 
6. Cap the test tube and shake vigorously for 1 minute. This  
 step is extremely important to insure accuracy of test results. 
7. Wait 5 minutes for the color to develop. 
8. Read the test results by comparing the color of the solution  
 to the Nitrate Color Chart. The tube should be viewed in a  
 well-lit area against the white area of the card. The closest  
 match indicates the ppm (mg/L) of nitrate in the water  
 sample. Rinse the test tube with clean water after use.     
What the Test Results Mean 
In new aquariums the nitrate level will gradually climb as the 
biological filter becomes established. In marine aquariums, it is 
best to keep nitrate as low as possible, especially when keeping 
invertebrates.

Reducing Nitrate Levels
Making partial water changes can also help reduce nitrate, 
especially if the level is very high. However, because many tap 
water supplies contain nitrate, it can be difficult to lower nitrate 
levels by this method.

DANGER

NITRATE TEST SOLUTION #1
May be corrosive to metals • Harmful if inhaled • Causes severe skin and eye damage. 
Causes serious eye irritation • May cause respiratory irritation • Do not breathe dust / fume 
/ gas / mist / vapors / spray • Use only in outdoors or in a well-ventilated area. Wear 
protective gloves / protective clothes / eye protection / face protection • Keep only in 
original container • IF SWALLOWED: Rinse mouth. DO NOT induce vomiting • IF ON SKIN (or 
hair): Take off immediately all contaminated clothing. Rinse skin with water/shower • IF IN 
EYES: Rinse cautiously with water for several minutes. Remove contact lenses, if present 
and easy to do. Continue rinsing • Immediately call a POISON CENTER / Doctor / physician 
/ first aider • Specific treatment (see advice on this label) • If eye irritation persists: Get 
medical advice/attention • Wash contaminated clothing before use • Absorb spillage to 
prevent material damage • IF INHALED: Remove person to fresh air and keep comfortable 
for breathing • Store locked up • Store in a well-ventilated place • Keep container tightly 
closed • Dispose of contents/container to authorized chemical landfill or if organic to high 
temperature incineration.

WARNING

NITRATE TEST SOLUTION #2
Suspected of causing genetic defects • Wear protective gloves/protective clothes/eye 
protection / face protection • If exposed or concerned: Get medical advice / attention  
• Store locked up • Dispose of contents/container to authorized chemical landfill or if 
organic to high temperature incineration.

 

 

even though treating with AMMO LOCK has made it non-toxic.  
A  daily water change may be required over several days.  Be 
sure to use a water conditioner, such as STRESS COAT®, when 
adding tap water back into the aquarium.

WARNING

AMMONIA TEST SOLUTION #1
Harmful if swallowed • Harmful in contact with skin • Harmful if inhaled • Causes serious 
eye irritation • Use only in outdoors or in a well-ventilated area • Avoid breathing dust 
/fume/ gas/mist/vapors/spray • Do not eat, drink or smoke when using this product • Wear 
protective gloves/protective clothes/eye protection/face protection • Specific treatment 
(see advice on this label) • IF IN EYES: Rinse cautiously with water for several minutes. 
Remove contact lenses, if present and easy to do. Continue rinsing. If eye irritation persists: 
Get medical advice/attention • IF SWALLOWED: Call a POISON CENTER / Doctor / 
Physician / first aider / if you feel unwell • IF ON SKIN: Wash with plenty of water and soap 
• IF INHALED: Remove person to fresh air and keep comfortable for breathing • Rinse 
mouth • Take off contaminated clothing and wash before reuse • Dispose of 
contents/container to authorized chemical landfill or if organic to high temperature 
incineration.

 viewed in a well-lit area against the white area of the chart.  
 The closest match indicates the pH of the water sample. 
 Rinse the test tube with clean water after use.   
Recommended pH Levels
A pH of 7.5 is ideal for most live-bearing fish, such as mollies & 
swordtails. Goldfish will also thrive at a pH of 7.5. African cichlids 
prefer a pH of 8.2.  Marine fish & invertebrates require a pH 
between 8.2 – 8.4. To raise or lower the pH of a freshwater 
aquarium, use API pH UP or pH DOWN. Also, API PROPER pH 7.5 
may be used to automatically adjust & hold pH at 7.5. PROPER 
pH 8.2 may be used in African cichlid and saltwater aquariums.

AMMONIA TEST
Why Test for Ammonia? 
Fish continually release ammonia (NH3) directly into the 
aquarium through their gills, urine, and solid waste. Uneaten 
food and other decaying organic matter also add ammonia to 
the water. A natural mechanism exists that controls ammonia in 
the aquarium – the biological filter. However, as with any natural 
process, imbalances can occur. So, testing for the presence of 
toxic ammonia is essential. Ammonia in the aquarium may 
damage gill membranes, and prevent fish from carrying on 
normal respiration. High levels of ammonia quickly lead to fish 
death. Even trace amounts stress fish, suppressing their immune 
system and increasing the likelihood of disease. Using API QUICK 
START® will help accelerate the development of the biological 
filter.

Testing Tip: This salicylate-based ammonia test kit reads the total 
ammonia level in parts per million (ppm) [equivalent to 
milligrams per liter (mg/L)] from 0 - 8.0 ppm (mg/L). 

ENGLISH

   To remove childproof safety caps:  With one hand,  
   push red tab left with thumb while unscrewing  
   cap with free hand.

HIGH RANGE pH TEST 

Why Test pH? 
pH is the measure of acidity of water. A pH reading of 7.0 is 
neutral. A pH higher than 7.0 is alkaline, and a pH lower than 7.0 
is acidic. Maintaining the aquarium at the proper pH ensures 
optimal water quality. The pH should be tested weekly, since 
natural materials in the aquarium (such as fish waste and 
uneaten food) can cause pH changes.

Testing Tips 
The minimum pH reading for this kit is 7.4 and the maximum is 8.8. 
Under extreme water conditions, readings below the minimum 
will read 7.4 and above the maximum will read 8.8. pH 
adjustments outside the range of this kit will not show any 
changes until the pH of the aquarium water is within the range 
of this kit. 

Directions 
1. Fill a clean test tube with 5 ml of water to be tested (to the 
 line  on the tube). 
2. Add 5 drops of High Range pH Test Solution, holding dropper  
 bottle upside down in a completely vertical position to  
 assure uniformity of drops. 
3. Cap the test tube & invert tube several times to mix solution. 
4. Read the test results by comparing the color of the solution  
 to the High Range pH Color Chart. The tube should be  

Directions 
1. Fill a clean test tube with 5 ml of water to be tested (to the  
 line on the tube). 
2. Add 8 drops from Ammonia Test Solution #1, holding the  
 dropper bottle upside down in a completely vertical position  
 to assure uniformity of  drops. 
3. Add 8 drops from Ammonia Test Solution #2, holding the  
 dropper bottle upside down in a completely vertical position  
 to assure uniformity of drops. 
4. Cap the test tube & shake vigorously for 5 seconds.
5. Wait 5 minutes for the color to develop. 
6. Read the test results by comparing the color of the solution  
 to the Ammonia Color Chart.  The tube should be viewed in  
 a well-lit area against the white area of the chart. The  
 closest match indicates the ppm (mg/L) of ammonia in the  
 water sample. Rinse the test tube with clean water after use.  
 Note: Do not pour test tube contents back into the aquarium.    
Reducing Ammonia Levels
In a new aquarium the ammonia level may rise and then fall 
rapidly as the biological filter becomes established.  The 
ammonia will be converted to nitrite (also toxic), then to nitrate.  
This process may take several weeks.  It is recommended to use 
API QUICK START to help establish the biological filter, lower 
ammonia and nitrite, and reduce the risk of fish loss.  In an 
established aquarium, the ammonia level should always remain 
at 0 ppm (mg/L); any level above 0 can harm fish. 
To reduce risk of fish loss, if ammonia levels continue to test high 
in your aquarium (4 ppm or mg/L), perform a water change of 
25% or more, then add API AMMO LOCK® to quickly detoxify 
ammonia. AMMO LOCK will convert ammonia to a non-toxic 
form. The Ammonia test kit will still test positive for ammonia, 



DANGER

AMMONIA TEST SOLUTION #2
May be corrosive to metals • Causes severe skin burns and eye damage • Causes serious 
eye damage • Harmful to aquatic life•Do not breathe dust / fume / gas / mist / vapors / 
spray • Wear protective gloves/ protective clothes/ eye protection/face protection • 
Keep only in original container • Avoid release to environment • IF SWALLOWED: Rinse 
mouth. DO NOT induce vomiting • IF ON SKIN (or hair): Take off immediately all 
contaminated clothing. Rinse skin with water/shower • IF IN EYES: Rinse cautiously with 
water for several minutes. Remove contact lenses, if present and easy to do. Continue 
rinsing • Immediately call a POISON CENTER/Doctor/Physician/first aider • Specific 
treatment (see advice on this label) • Wash contaminated clothing before reuse • Absorb 
spillage to prevent material damage • IF INHALED: Remove person to fresh air and keep 
comfortable for breathing • Store locked up • Dispose of contents/container to 
authorized chemical landfill or if organic to high temperature incineration.

NITRITE TEST 

Why Test For Nitrite? 
Nitrite (NO2

–) is produced in the aquarium by the biological filter. 
Beneficial bacteria in the biological filter convert ammonia into 
nitrite. The biological filter then converts nitrite into nitrate (NO3

–). 
Nitrite in the aquarium is toxic; it will prevent fish from carrying on 
normal respiration, and high levels will quickly lead to fish death. 
Even trace amounts of nitrite stress fish, suppressing their immune 
system and increasing the likelihood of disease. Too many fish, as 
well as uneaten fish food and decomposing plants and other 
organic matter can cause excessive nitrite levels. Water should 
be tested for nitrite every other day when the aquarium is first set 
up, and once a week after the biological filter has been 

established (in about 4 - 6 weeks). Using API QUICK START will 
help accelerate the development of the biological filter.

Testing Tips 
This test kit reads total nitrite (NO2

–) level in parts per million (ppm) 
which are equivalent to milligrams per liter (mg/L) from 0 - 5.0 
ppm (mg/L). 

Directions 
1. Fill a clean test tube with 5 ml of water to be tested (to the 
 line on the tube).
2. Add 5 drops of Nitrite Test Solution, holding dropper bottle  
 upside down in a completely vertical position to assure  
 uniformity of drops. 
3.  Cap the test tube and shake for 5 seconds. 
4. Wait 5 minutes for the color to develop.
5. Read the test results by comparing the color of the solution 
 to the Nitrite Color Chart. The tube should be viewed in a  
 well-lit area against the white area of the chart. The closest  
 match indicates the ppm (mg/L) of nitrite in the water  
 sample. Rinse the test tube with clean water after use. 

What the Test Results Mean 
In new aquariums the nitrite level will gradually climb to 5 ppm 
(mg/L) or more. As the biological filter becomes established, 
nitrite levels will drop to 0 ppm (mg/L). In an established 
aquarium, the nitrite level should always remain at 0; any level 
above 0 can harm fish. The presence of nitrite indicates possible 
over-feeding, too many fish, or inadequate biological filtration.  
Reducing Aquarium Nitrite Levels 
Making partial water changes can also help reduce nitrite, 
especially if the initial level is very high. Use API QUICK START to 
help speed the development of the biological filter. Adding API 

AQUARIUM SALT will reduce nitrite toxicity to fish while the 
biological filter is removing the nitrite.

NITRATE TEST 

Why Test for Nitrate? 
Nitrate (NO3

–) is produced in the aquarium by the biological 
filter. Beneficial bacteria in the biological filter convert toxic 
ammonia and nitrite into nitrate. A high nitrate level indicates a 
build-up of fish waste and organic compounds, resulting in poor 
water quality and contributing to the likelihood of fish disease. 
Maintaining a low nitrate level improves the health of fish & 
invertebrates. Excessive nitrate also provides a nitrogen source 
that can stimulate algal blooms. Aquarium water should be 
tested for nitrate once a week to make sure the nitrate does not 
reach an undesirable level. 

Testing Tip: This test kit reads total nitrate (NO3
–) level in parts per 

million (ppm) which are equivalent to milligrams per liter (mg/L) 
from 0 - 160 ppm. 

Directions 
1. Fill a clean test tube with 5 ml of water to be tested (to the  
 line on the tube). 
2. Add 10 drops from Nitrate Test Solution #1, holding dropper  
 bottle upside down in a completely vertical position to  
 assure uniformity of drops. 
3. Cap the test tube & invert tube several times to mix solution. 
4. Vigorously shake the Nitrate Test Solution #2 for at least 30  
 seconds. This step is extremely important to insure accuracy  
 of test results. 
5. Now add 10 drops from Nitrate Test Solution #2, holding  
 dropper bottle upside down in a completely vertical position  
 

 to assure uniformity of drops. 
6. Cap the test tube and shake vigorously for 1 minute. This  
 step is extremely important to insure accuracy of test results. 
7. Wait 5 minutes for the color to develop. 
8. Read the test results by comparing the color of the solution  
 to the Nitrate Color Chart. The tube should be viewed in a  
 well-lit area against the white area of the card. The closest  
 match indicates the ppm (mg/L) of nitrate in the water  
 sample. Rinse the test tube with clean water after use.     
What the Test Results Mean 
In new aquariums the nitrate level will gradually climb as the 
biological filter becomes established. In marine aquariums, it is 
best to keep nitrate as low as possible, especially when keeping 
invertebrates.

Reducing Nitrate Levels
Making partial water changes can also help reduce nitrate, 
especially if the level is very high. However, because many tap 
water supplies contain nitrate, it can be difficult to lower nitrate 
levels by this method.

DANGER

NITRATE TEST SOLUTION #1
May be corrosive to metals • Harmful if inhaled • Causes severe skin and eye damage. 
Causes serious eye irritation • May cause respiratory irritation • Do not breathe dust / fume 
/ gas / mist / vapors / spray • Use only in outdoors or in a well-ventilated area. Wear 
protective gloves / protective clothes / eye protection / face protection • Keep only in 
original container • IF SWALLOWED: Rinse mouth. DO NOT induce vomiting • IF ON SKIN (or 
hair): Take off immediately all contaminated clothing. Rinse skin with water/shower • IF IN 
EYES: Rinse cautiously with water for several minutes. Remove contact lenses, if present 
and easy to do. Continue rinsing • Immediately call a POISON CENTER / Doctor / physician 
/ first aider • Specific treatment (see advice on this label) • If eye irritation persists: Get 
medical advice/attention • Wash contaminated clothing before use • Absorb spillage to 
prevent material damage • IF INHALED: Remove person to fresh air and keep comfortable 
for breathing • Store locked up • Store in a well-ventilated place • Keep container tightly 
closed • Dispose of contents/container to authorized chemical landfill or if organic to high 
temperature incineration.

WARNING

NITRATE TEST SOLUTION #2
Suspected of causing genetic defects • Wear protective gloves/protective clothes/eye 
protection / face protection • If exposed or concerned: Get medical advice / attention  
• Store locked up • Dispose of contents/container to authorized chemical landfill or if 
organic to high temperature incineration.

 

 

even though treating with AMMO LOCK has made it non-toxic.  
A  daily water change may be required over several days.  Be 
sure to use a water conditioner, such as STRESS COAT®, when 
adding tap water back into the aquarium.

WARNING

AMMONIA TEST SOLUTION #1
Harmful if swallowed • Harmful in contact with skin • Harmful if inhaled • Causes serious 
eye irritation • Use only in outdoors or in a well-ventilated area • Avoid breathing dust 
/fume/ gas/mist/vapors/spray • Do not eat, drink or smoke when using this product • Wear 
protective gloves/protective clothes/eye protection/face protection • Specific treatment 
(see advice on this label) • IF IN EYES: Rinse cautiously with water for several minutes. 
Remove contact lenses, if present and easy to do. Continue rinsing. If eye irritation persists: 
Get medical advice/attention • IF SWALLOWED: Call a POISON CENTER / Doctor / 
Physician / first aider / if you feel unwell • IF ON SKIN: Wash with plenty of water and soap 
• IF INHALED: Remove person to fresh air and keep comfortable for breathing • Rinse 
mouth • Take off contaminated clothing and wash before reuse • Dispose of 
contents/container to authorized chemical landfill or if organic to high temperature 
incineration.

 viewed in a well-lit area against the white area of the chart.  
 The closest match indicates the pH of the water sample. 
 Rinse the test tube with clean water after use.   
Recommended pH Levels
A pH of 7.5 is ideal for most live-bearing fish, such as mollies & 
swordtails. Goldfish will also thrive at a pH of 7.5. African cichlids 
prefer a pH of 8.2.  Marine fish & invertebrates require a pH 
between 8.2 – 8.4. To raise or lower the pH of a freshwater 
aquarium, use API pH UP or pH DOWN. Also, API PROPER pH 7.5 
may be used to automatically adjust & hold pH at 7.5. PROPER 
pH 8.2 may be used in African cichlid and saltwater aquariums.

AMMONIA TEST
Why Test for Ammonia? 
Fish continually release ammonia (NH3) directly into the 
aquarium through their gills, urine, and solid waste. Uneaten 
food and other decaying organic matter also add ammonia to 
the water. A natural mechanism exists that controls ammonia in 
the aquarium – the biological filter. However, as with any natural 
process, imbalances can occur. So, testing for the presence of 
toxic ammonia is essential. Ammonia in the aquarium may 
damage gill membranes, and prevent fish from carrying on 
normal respiration. High levels of ammonia quickly lead to fish 
death. Even trace amounts stress fish, suppressing their immune 
system and increasing the likelihood of disease. Using API QUICK 
START® will help accelerate the development of the biological 
filter.

Testing Tip: This salicylate-based ammonia test kit reads the total 
ammonia level in parts per million (ppm) [equivalent to 
milligrams per liter (mg/L)] from 0 - 8.0 ppm (mg/L). 

ENGLISH

   To remove childproof safety caps:  With one hand,  
   push red tab left with thumb while unscrewing  
   cap with free hand.

HIGH RANGE pH TEST 

Why Test pH? 
pH is the measure of acidity of water. A pH reading of 7.0 is 
neutral. A pH higher than 7.0 is alkaline, and a pH lower than 7.0 
is acidic. Maintaining the aquarium at the proper pH ensures 
optimal water quality. The pH should be tested weekly, since 
natural materials in the aquarium (such as fish waste and 
uneaten food) can cause pH changes.

Testing Tips 
The minimum pH reading for this kit is 7.4 and the maximum is 8.8. 
Under extreme water conditions, readings below the minimum 
will read 7.4 and above the maximum will read 8.8. pH 
adjustments outside the range of this kit will not show any 
changes until the pH of the aquarium water is within the range 
of this kit. 

Directions 
1. Fill a clean test tube with 5 ml of water to be tested (to the 
 line  on the tube). 
2. Add 5 drops of High Range pH Test Solution, holding dropper  
 bottle upside down in a completely vertical position to  
 assure uniformity of drops. 
3. Cap the test tube & invert tube several times to mix solution. 
4. Read the test results by comparing the color of the solution  
 to the High Range pH Color Chart. The tube should be  

Directions 
1. Fill a clean test tube with 5 ml of water to be tested (to the  
 line on the tube). 
2. Add 8 drops from Ammonia Test Solution #1, holding the  
 dropper bottle upside down in a completely vertical position  
 to assure uniformity of  drops. 
3. Add 8 drops from Ammonia Test Solution #2, holding the  
 dropper bottle upside down in a completely vertical position  
 to assure uniformity of drops. 
4. Cap the test tube & shake vigorously for 5 seconds.
5. Wait 5 minutes for the color to develop. 
6. Read the test results by comparing the color of the solution  
 to the Ammonia Color Chart.  The tube should be viewed in  
 a well-lit area against the white area of the chart. The  
 closest match indicates the ppm (mg/L) of ammonia in the  
 water sample. Rinse the test tube with clean water after use.  
 Note: Do not pour test tube contents back into the aquarium.    
Reducing Ammonia Levels
In a new aquarium the ammonia level may rise and then fall 
rapidly as the biological filter becomes established.  The 
ammonia will be converted to nitrite (also toxic), then to nitrate.  
This process may take several weeks.  It is recommended to use 
API QUICK START to help establish the biological filter, lower 
ammonia and nitrite, and reduce the risk of fish loss.  In an 
established aquarium, the ammonia level should always remain 
at 0 ppm (mg/L); any level above 0 can harm fish. 
To reduce risk of fish loss, if ammonia levels continue to test high 
in your aquarium (4 ppm or mg/L), perform a water change of 
25% or more, then add API AMMO LOCK® to quickly detoxify 
ammonia. AMMO LOCK will convert ammonia to a non-toxic 
form. The Ammonia test kit will still test positive for ammonia, 



DANGER

AMMONIA TEST SOLUTION #2
May be corrosive to metals • Causes severe skin burns and eye damage • Causes serious 
eye damage • Harmful to aquatic life•Do not breathe dust / fume / gas / mist / vapors / 
spray • Wear protective gloves/ protective clothes/ eye protection/face protection • 
Keep only in original container • Avoid release to environment • IF SWALLOWED: Rinse 
mouth. DO NOT induce vomiting • IF ON SKIN (or hair): Take off immediately all 
contaminated clothing. Rinse skin with water/shower • IF IN EYES: Rinse cautiously with 
water for several minutes. Remove contact lenses, if present and easy to do. Continue 
rinsing • Immediately call a POISON CENTER/Doctor/Physician/first aider • Specific 
treatment (see advice on this label) • Wash contaminated clothing before reuse • Absorb 
spillage to prevent material damage • IF INHALED: Remove person to fresh air and keep 
comfortable for breathing • Store locked up • Dispose of contents/container to 
authorized chemical landfill or if organic to high temperature incineration.

NITRITE TEST 

Why Test For Nitrite? 
Nitrite (NO2

–) is produced in the aquarium by the biological filter. 
Beneficial bacteria in the biological filter convert ammonia into 
nitrite. The biological filter then converts nitrite into nitrate (NO3

–). 
Nitrite in the aquarium is toxic; it will prevent fish from carrying on 
normal respiration, and high levels will quickly lead to fish death. 
Even trace amounts of nitrite stress fish, suppressing their immune 
system and increasing the likelihood of disease. Too many fish, as 
well as uneaten fish food and decomposing plants and other 
organic matter can cause excessive nitrite levels. Water should 
be tested for nitrite every other day when the aquarium is first set 
up, and once a week after the biological filter has been 

established (in about 4 - 6 weeks). Using API QUICK START will 
help accelerate the development of the biological filter.

Testing Tips 
This test kit reads total nitrite (NO2

–) level in parts per million (ppm) 
which are equivalent to milligrams per liter (mg/L) from 0 - 5.0 
ppm (mg/L). 

Directions 
1. Fill a clean test tube with 5 ml of water to be tested (to the 
 line on the tube).
2. Add 5 drops of Nitrite Test Solution, holding dropper bottle  
 upside down in a completely vertical position to assure  
 uniformity of drops. 
3.  Cap the test tube and shake for 5 seconds. 
4. Wait 5 minutes for the color to develop.
5. Read the test results by comparing the color of the solution 
 to the Nitrite Color Chart. The tube should be viewed in a  
 well-lit area against the white area of the chart. The closest  
 match indicates the ppm (mg/L) of nitrite in the water  
 sample. Rinse the test tube with clean water after use. 

What the Test Results Mean 
In new aquariums the nitrite level will gradually climb to 5 ppm 
(mg/L) or more. As the biological filter becomes established, 
nitrite levels will drop to 0 ppm (mg/L). In an established 
aquarium, the nitrite level should always remain at 0; any level 
above 0 can harm fish. The presence of nitrite indicates possible 
over-feeding, too many fish, or inadequate biological filtration.  
Reducing Aquarium Nitrite Levels 
Making partial water changes can also help reduce nitrite, 
especially if the initial level is very high. Use API QUICK START to 
help speed the development of the biological filter. Adding API 

AQUARIUM SALT will reduce nitrite toxicity to fish while the 
biological filter is removing the nitrite.

NITRATE TEST 

Why Test for Nitrate? 
Nitrate (NO3

–) is produced in the aquarium by the biological 
filter. Beneficial bacteria in the biological filter convert toxic 
ammonia and nitrite into nitrate. A high nitrate level indicates a 
build-up of fish waste and organic compounds, resulting in poor 
water quality and contributing to the likelihood of fish disease. 
Maintaining a low nitrate level improves the health of fish & 
invertebrates. Excessive nitrate also provides a nitrogen source 
that can stimulate algal blooms. Aquarium water should be 
tested for nitrate once a week to make sure the nitrate does not 
reach an undesirable level. 

Testing Tip: This test kit reads total nitrate (NO3
–) level in parts per 

million (ppm) which are equivalent to milligrams per liter (mg/L) 
from 0 - 160 ppm. 

Directions 
1. Fill a clean test tube with 5 ml of water to be tested (to the  
 line on the tube). 
2. Add 10 drops from Nitrate Test Solution #1, holding dropper  
 bottle upside down in a completely vertical position to  
 assure uniformity of drops. 
3. Cap the test tube & invert tube several times to mix solution. 
4. Vigorously shake the Nitrate Test Solution #2 for at least 30  
 seconds. This step is extremely important to insure accuracy  
 of test results. 
5. Now add 10 drops from Nitrate Test Solution #2, holding  
 dropper bottle upside down in a completely vertical position  
 

 to assure uniformity of drops. 
6. Cap the test tube and shake vigorously for 1 minute. This  
 step is extremely important to insure accuracy of test results. 
7. Wait 5 minutes for the color to develop. 
8. Read the test results by comparing the color of the solution  
 to the Nitrate Color Chart. The tube should be viewed in a  
 well-lit area against the white area of the card. The closest  
 match indicates the ppm (mg/L) of nitrate in the water  
 sample. Rinse the test tube with clean water after use.     
What the Test Results Mean 
In new aquariums the nitrate level will gradually climb as the 
biological filter becomes established. In marine aquariums, it is 
best to keep nitrate as low as possible, especially when keeping 
invertebrates.

Reducing Nitrate Levels
Making partial water changes can also help reduce nitrate, 
especially if the level is very high. However, because many tap 
water supplies contain nitrate, it can be difficult to lower nitrate 
levels by this method.

DANGER

NITRATE TEST SOLUTION #1
May be corrosive to metals • Harmful if inhaled • Causes severe skin and eye damage. 
Causes serious eye irritation • May cause respiratory irritation • Do not breathe dust / fume 
/ gas / mist / vapors / spray • Use only in outdoors or in a well-ventilated area. Wear 
protective gloves / protective clothes / eye protection / face protection • Keep only in 
original container • IF SWALLOWED: Rinse mouth. DO NOT induce vomiting • IF ON SKIN (or 
hair): Take off immediately all contaminated clothing. Rinse skin with water/shower • IF IN 
EYES: Rinse cautiously with water for several minutes. Remove contact lenses, if present 
and easy to do. Continue rinsing • Immediately call a POISON CENTER / Doctor / physician 
/ first aider • Specific treatment (see advice on this label) • If eye irritation persists: Get 
medical advice/attention • Wash contaminated clothing before use • Absorb spillage to 
prevent material damage • IF INHALED: Remove person to fresh air and keep comfortable 
for breathing • Store locked up • Store in a well-ventilated place • Keep container tightly 
closed • Dispose of contents/container to authorized chemical landfill or if organic to high 
temperature incineration.

WARNING

NITRATE TEST SOLUTION #2
Suspected of causing genetic defects • Wear protective gloves/protective clothes/eye 
protection / face protection • If exposed or concerned: Get medical advice / attention  
• Store locked up • Dispose of contents/container to authorized chemical landfill or if 
organic to high temperature incineration.

 

 

Mode d’emploi
1.  Remplir un tube à essai propre avec 5 ml d’eau de   
 l’aquarium (jusqu’à la graduation sur le tube). 
2. En tenant le flacon à la verticale, ajouter 8 gouttes du flacon  
 n° 1 de Ammonia (NH3/NH4

+) Test Solution.
3. Puis, en tenant le flacon à la verticale, ajouter 8 gouttes du  
 flacon n° 2 d’Ammonia (NH3/NH4

+) Test Solution. 
4. Mettre le bouchon sur le tube à essai et agiter   
 vigoureusement pendant 5 secondes. 
5.  Attendre 5 minutes afin que la couleur se développe. 
6. Lire le résultat de l’analyse en comparant la couleur de la  
 solution au nuancier Ammonia Color Chart. Le tube doit être  
 placé dans une zone bien éclairée sur le fond blanc du  
 nuancier. La couleur la plus proche indique la concentration  
 en ammoniaque en mg/L de l’échantillon d’eau. Rincer le  
 tube à essai à l’eau propre après chaque utilisation.

Réduire le taux d'ammoniaque
Le niveau d'ammoniaque dans un aquarium ou un bassin peut 
augmenter, puis diminuer rapidement, une fois le filtre 
biologique développé. L'ammoniaque est d'abord convertie 
en nitrite (également toxique), puis en nitrate. Ce processus 
peut prendre plusieurs semaines. Utiliser API QUICK START pour 
accélérer le développement du filtre biologique, abaisser les 
niveaux d'ammoniaque et de nitrite, et réduire le risque de 
perte de poissons. Une fois l'équilibre de l'aquarium atteint, le 
taux d'ammoniaque devrait toujours rester à 0 ppm (mg/l) ; 
au-dessus de cette valeur, l'eau peut avoir un effet néfaste pour 
les poissons.
Pour réduire le risque de perte de poissons, si les taux 
d'ammoniaque continuent d'être élevés dans votre aquarium 
ou votre bassin (4 ppm ou mg/L), changer 25% de l'eau ou plus, 

puis ajouter de l'API AMMO LOCK pour détoxifier l'ammoniaque. 
AMMO LOCK convertira le produit chimique sous forme non 
toxique. Le test d'ammoniaque sera toujours positif, même après 
un traitement avec AMMO LOCK. Un changement d'eau 
quotidien peut se révéler nécessaire pendant plusieurs jours. 

AVERTISSEMENT

SOLUTION DE TEST D'AMMONIAQUE NO 1
Dangereux en cas d'ingestion • Nocif par contact avec la peau • Dangereux en cas 
d'ingestion • Peut provoquer une grave irritation des yeux • N'utiliser le produit qu'en 
extérieur ou dans un local bien ventilé • Ne pas respirer les poussières / fumées / gaz / 
brouillards / vapeurs / pulvérisations • Ne pas manger, boire ou fumer pendant que vous 
utilisez le produit • Protégez-vous correctement avec des vêtements, gants et lunettes ou 
casque muni d'une visière • Traitement spécial (voir conseils sur l'étiquette) • EN CAS DE 
CONTACT AVEC LES YEUX : Rincer précautionneusement à l'eau pendant quelques 
minutes. Si possible, retirer les lentilles de contact • Si l'irritation des yeux persiste : Appeler 
un médecin • EN CAS D'INGESTION : En cas de symptômes, appeler un CENTRE 
ANTI-POISON/un médecin/un secouriste • EN CAS DE CONTACT AVEC LA PEAU : Laver 
abondamment à l'eau savonneuse • EN CAS D'INHALATION : Transporter la victime à 
l'extérieur et la  maintenir au repos dans une position où elle peut respirer confortablement 
• Se rincer la bouche • Retirer les vêtements contaminés et les laver avant de les réutiliser 
• Eliminer le contenu/conteneur dans une décharge acceptant les produits chimiques ou, 
s'il s'agit d'un produit organique, l'incinérer à haute température.

mort rapide des poissons. Même des traces de nitrites peuvent 
stresser les poissons, ralentir le fonctionnement de leur système 
immunitaire et diminuer leur résistance aux maladies. Lors de 
l’installation d’un nouvel aquarium, la concentration en nitrites 
doit être analysée tous les deux jours. Une fois le filtre biologique 
établi (de 4 à 6 semaines), l’analyse de la concentration en 
nitrites doit être effectuée une fois par semaine.

Mode d’emploi
1.  Remplir un tube à essai propre avec 5 ml d’eau de   
 l’aquarium (jusqu’à la graduation inscrite sur le tube).
2. En tenant le flacon à la verticale, ajouter 5 gouttes de Nitrite  
 (NO2

– ) Test Solution. 
3. Mettre le bouchon sur le tube à essai et agiter pendant 
 5 secondes. 
4. Attendre 5 minutes afin que la couleur se développe.
5. Lire le résultat de l’analyse en comparant la couleur de la  
 solution au nuancier Nitrite Color Chart. Le tube doit être  
 placé dans une zone bien éclairée sur le fond blanc du  
 nuancier. La couleur la plus proche indique la concentration  
 en nitrites en mg/L de l’échantillon d’eau. Rincer le tube à  
 essai à l’eau propre après chaque utilisation. 

Lecture des résultats 
Dans les nouveaux aquariums, la concentration en nitrites peut 
progressivement atteindre 5 mg/L ou plus. Uns fois le filtre 
biologique établi, la concentration en nitrites diminue 
rapidement au niveau de 0 mg/L. Dans un aquarium établi, la 
concentration en nitrites doit toujours être de 0 ; une 
concentration supérieure à 0 est nocive pour les poissons. La 
présence de nitrites peut être l’indice d’une suralimentation, 
d’une surpopulation ou d’une filtration biologique inadéquate. 
 

Réduction de la concentration en nitrites 
Des changements d’eau partiels peuvent également 
contribuer à réduire la concentration en nitrites, plus 
particulièrement lorsque la concentration initiale est très élevée. 
Utiliser API QUICK START pour accélérer le développement du 
filtre biologique. L’ajout de sel d’aquarium API AQUARIUM SALT 
permet de réduire la toxicité des nitrites envers les poissons 
lorsque le filtre biologique élimine le nitrite.

TEST NITRATES
Pourquoi analyser la concentration en nitrates ? 
Les nitrates (NO3

–) sont produits par le filtre biologique de 
l’aquarium. Les bactéries bénéfiques du filtre biologique 
transforment l’ammoniaque toxique en nitrates. Une forte 
concentration en nitrates indique une accumulation de 
déjections de poissons et de manières organiques, ce qui 
affecte la qualité de l’eau et favorise l’apparition de maladies. 
Le maintien d’une faible concentration en nitrates améliore la 
santé des poissons et des invertébrés.  Une concentration 
excessive en nitrates accroît également la quantité d’azote, ce 
qui stimule la prolifération des algues. La concentration en 
nitrates de l’eau d’aquarium doit être analysée une fois par 
semaine pour s’assurer qu’elle n’atteint pas un seuil indésirable. 

Mode d’emploi
1. Remplir un tube à essai propre avec 5 ml d’eau de   
 l’aquarium (jusqu’à la graduation inscrite sur le tube). 
2. Ajouter 10 gouttes du flacon n° 1 de Nitrate (NO3

–) Test  
 Solution, en maintenant le flacon compte-g outtes la tête  
 en bas en position verticale afin que les gouttes soient  
 uniformes. 
3. Mettre le bouchon sur le tube à essai et renverser plusieurs  

 fois le tube afin de mélanger la solution. 
4.  Agiter vigoureusement le flacon n° 2 de Nitrate (NO3

–) Test  
 Solution penecondes. Cette étape est d’une importance  
 capitale. 
5. Ajouter ensuite 10 gouttes du flacon n° 2 de Nitrate Test  
 Solution, en maintenant le flacon compte-gouttes la tête en  
 bas en position verticale afin que les gouttes soient   
 uniformes. 
6. Mettre le bouchon sur le tube à essai et agiter   
 vigoureusement pendant 1 minute. Cette étape est d’une  
 importadéveloppe. 
7. Attendre 5 minutes afin que la couleur se développe.
8. Lire le résultat de l’analyse en comparant la couleur de la  
 solution au nuancier Nitrate Color Chart. Le tube doit être  
 placé dans une zone bien éclairée sur le fond blanc du  
 nuancier. La couleur la plus proche indique la concentration  
 en nitrates de l’échantillon d’eau en mg/L. Rincer e   
 tube à essai à l’eau propre après chaque utilisation. 

Lecture des résultats 
Dans les nouveaux aquariums, la concentration en nitrates peut 
augmenter progressivement une fois le filtre biologique établi. 
Dans les aquariums d’eau de mer, il est préférable de maintenir 
la concentration en nitrates à un niveau le moins élevé possible, 
plus particulièrement lorsque l’aquarium abrite des invertébrés.

Réduction de la concentration en nitrates 
Des changements d’eau partiels peuvent également 
contribuer à réduire la concentration en nitrates, plus 
particulièrement lorsque la concentration est très élevée. 
Cependant, puisque la plupart des eaux du robinet contiennent 
des nitrates, il devient très difficile de réduire la concentration en 
nitrates en faisant appel à ce procédé.

DANGER

SOLUTION DE 
TEST DE NITRATE NO 1
Peut attaquer les métaux • Dangereux en cas d'ingestion • Peut entraîner de 
graves brûlures à la peau et des dommages aux yeux • Peut provoquer une 
grave irritation des yeux • Peut entraîner une irritation respiratoire • Ne pas 
respirer les poussières / fumées / gaz / brouillards / vapeurs / pulvérisations        
• N'utiliser le produit qu'en extérieur ou dans un local bien ventilé • 
Protégez-vous correctement avec des vêtements, gants et lunettes ou 
casque muni d'une visière • Conserver le produit dans son emballage 
d'origine • EN CAS D'INGESTION : Se rincer la bouche • NE PAS faire vomir • EN 
CAS DE CONTACT AVEC LA PEAU (ou les cheveux) : Retirer immédiatement les 
vêtements contaminés. Se rincer la peau avec de l'eau ou sous la douche • 
EN CAS DE CONTACT AVEC LES YEUX : Rincer précautionneusement à l'eau 
pendant quelques minutes. Si possible, retirer les lentilles de contact • Appeler 
immédiatement un CENTRE ANTI-POISON / un médecin ou un secouriste • 
Traitement spécial (voir conseils sur l'étiquette) • Si l'irritation des yeux persiste 
: Appeler un médecin • Laver les vêtements contaminés avant réutilisation • 
Absorber les déversements pour éviter tout dommage au matériel • EN CAS 
D'INHALATION : Transporter la victime à l'extérieur et la maintenir au repos 
dans une position où elle peut respirer confortablement • Garder le produit 
sous clef • Stocker dans un lieu bien ventilé • Fermer le conteneur 
hermétiquement • Eliminer le contenu / conteneur dans une décharge 
acceptant les produits chimiques ou, s'il s'agit d'un produit organique, 
l'incinérer à haute température.

AVERTISSEMENT

SOLUTION DE TEST DE NITRATE NO 2
Susceptible de provoquer des anomalies génétiques • Protégez-vous correctement avec 
des vêtements, gants et lunettes ou casque muni d'une visière • En cas d'exposition : 
Appeler un médecin • Garder le produit sous clef • Eliminer le contenu / conteneur dans 
une décharge acceptant les produits chimiques ou, s'il s'agit d'un produit organique, 
l'incinérer à haute température.
 

even though treating with AMMO LOCK has made it non-toxic.  
A  daily water change may be required over several days.  Be 
sure to use a water conditioner, such as STRESS COAT®, when 
adding tap water back into the aquarium.

WARNING

AMMONIA TEST SOLUTION #1
Harmful if swallowed • Harmful in contact with skin • Harmful if inhaled • Causes serious 
eye irritation • Use only in outdoors or in a well-ventilated area • Avoid breathing dust 
/fume/ gas/mist/vapors/spray • Do not eat, drink or smoke when using this product • Wear 
protective gloves/protective clothes/eye protection/face protection • Specific treatment 
(see advice on this label) • IF IN EYES: Rinse cautiously with water for several minutes. 
Remove contact lenses, if present and easy to do. Continue rinsing. If eye irritation persists: 
Get medical advice/attention • IF SWALLOWED: Call a POISON CENTER / Doctor / 
Physician / first aider / if you feel unwell • IF ON SKIN: Wash with plenty of water and soap 
• IF INHALED: Remove person to fresh air and keep comfortable for breathing • Rinse 
mouth • Take off contaminated clothing and wash before reuse • Dispose of 
contents/container to authorized chemical landfill or if organic to high temperature 
incineration.

 viewed in a well-lit area against the white area of the chart.  
 The closest match indicates the pH of the water sample. 
 Rinse the test tube with clean water after use.   
Recommended pH Levels
A pH of 7.5 is ideal for most live-bearing fish, such as mollies & 
swordtails. Goldfish will also thrive at a pH of 7.5. African cichlids 
prefer a pH of 8.2.  Marine fish & invertebrates require a pH 
between 8.2 – 8.4. To raise or lower the pH of a freshwater 
aquarium, use API pH UP or pH DOWN. Also, API PROPER pH 7.5 
may be used to automatically adjust & hold pH at 7.5. PROPER 
pH 8.2 may be used in African cichlid and saltwater aquariums.

AMMONIA TEST
Why Test for Ammonia? 
Fish continually release ammonia (NH3) directly into the 
aquarium through their gills, urine, and solid waste. Uneaten 
food and other decaying organic matter also add ammonia to 
the water. A natural mechanism exists that controls ammonia in 
the aquarium – the biological filter. However, as with any natural 
process, imbalances can occur. So, testing for the presence of 
toxic ammonia is essential. Ammonia in the aquarium may 
damage gill membranes, and prevent fish from carrying on 
normal respiration. High levels of ammonia quickly lead to fish 
death. Even trace amounts stress fish, suppressing their immune 
system and increasing the likelihood of disease. Using API QUICK 
START® will help accelerate the development of the biological 
filter.

Testing Tip: This salicylate-based ammonia test kit reads the total 
ammonia level in parts per million (ppm) [equivalent to 
milligrams per liter (mg/L)] from 0 - 8.0 ppm (mg/L). 

ENGLISH

   To remove childproof safety caps:  With one hand,  
   push red tab left with thumb while unscrewing  
   cap with free hand.

HIGH RANGE pH TEST 

Why Test pH? 
pH is the measure of acidity of water. A pH reading of 7.0 is 
neutral. A pH higher than 7.0 is alkaline, and a pH lower than 7.0 
is acidic. Maintaining the aquarium at the proper pH ensures 
optimal water quality. The pH should be tested weekly, since 
natural materials in the aquarium (such as fish waste and 
uneaten food) can cause pH changes.

Testing Tips 
The minimum pH reading for this kit is 7.4 and the maximum is 8.8. 
Under extreme water conditions, readings below the minimum 
will read 7.4 and above the maximum will read 8.8. pH 
adjustments outside the range of this kit will not show any 
changes until the pH of the aquarium water is within the range 
of this kit. 

Directions 
1. Fill a clean test tube with 5 ml of water to be tested (to the 
 line  on the tube). 
2. Add 5 drops of High Range pH Test Solution, holding dropper  
 bottle upside down in a completely vertical position to  
 assure uniformity of drops. 
3. Cap the test tube & invert tube several times to mix solution. 
4. Read the test results by comparing the color of the solution  
 to the High Range pH Color Chart. The tube should be  

Directions 
1. Fill a clean test tube with 5 ml of water to be tested (to the  
 line on the tube). 
2. Add 8 drops from Ammonia Test Solution #1, holding the  
 dropper bottle upside down in a completely vertical position  
 to assure uniformity of  drops. 
3. Add 8 drops from Ammonia Test Solution #2, holding the  
 dropper bottle upside down in a completely vertical position  
 to assure uniformity of drops. 
4. Cap the test tube & shake vigorously for 5 seconds.
5. Wait 5 minutes for the color to develop. 
6. Read the test results by comparing the color of the solution  
 to the Ammonia Color Chart.  The tube should be viewed in  
 a well-lit area against the white area of the chart. The  
 closest match indicates the ppm (mg/L) of ammonia in the  
 water sample. Rinse the test tube with clean water after use.  
 Note: Do not pour test tube contents back into the aquarium.    
Reducing Ammonia Levels
In a new aquarium the ammonia level may rise and then fall 
rapidly as the biological filter becomes established.  The 
ammonia will be converted to nitrite (also toxic), then to nitrate.  
This process may take several weeks.  It is recommended to use 
API QUICK START to help establish the biological filter, lower 
ammonia and nitrite, and reduce the risk of fish loss.  In an 
established aquarium, the ammonia level should always remain 
at 0 ppm (mg/L); any level above 0 can harm fish. 
To reduce risk of fish loss, if ammonia levels continue to test high 
in your aquarium (4 ppm or mg/L), perform a water change of 
25% or more, then add API AMMO LOCK® to quickly detoxify 
ammonia. AMMO LOCK will convert ammonia to a non-toxic 
form. The Ammonia test kit will still test positive for ammonia, 

FRANÇAIS
   Pour retirer le bouchon sécurité enfants : D’une  
   main, pousser la languette rouge vers la gauche  
   avec le pouce et dévisser le bouchon avec la  
   main libre.

TEST HIGH RANGE pH
Pourquoi analyser le pH ? 
Le pH est la mesure du niveau d’acidité de l’eau. Un pH de 7,0 
est neutre. Un pH supérieur à 7,0 est alcalin et un pH inférieur à 
7,0 est acide. Le maintien du pH de l’eau de l’aquarium au 
niveau approprié en assure la qualité. Le pH doit être analysé 
chaque semaine puisque les matières organiques contenues 
dans l’aquarium (déjections des poissons et nourriture en 
décomposition) peuvent faire varier le pH.

Extrémités de test
Permettent de mesurer les niveaux de pH compris entre 7,4 et 
8,8. En cas de conditions extrêmes, les ajustements du pH de 
l'eau de l'aquarium ne seront visibles qu'une fois le pH revenu 
dans l’échelle de mesure du kit, à savoir entre 7,4 et 8,8.  Dans 
ces conditions, les ajustements de pH de l’eau ne seront visibles 
que lorsque le pH sera revenu dans l’échelle de mesure du kit. 

Mode d’emploi
1. Remplir un tube à essai propre avec 5 ml d’eau d’aquarium
 (jusqu’à la graduation inscrite sur le tube). 
2. Ajouter 5 gouttes de High Range pH Test Solution, en   
 maintenant le flacon compte-gouttes la tête en bas en 
 position verticale afin que les gouttes soient uniformes. 
3. Mettre le bouchon sur le tube à essai et agiter plusieurs fois  
 le tube afin de mélanger la solution.

4. Lire le résultat de l’analyse en comparant la couleur de la
  solution au nuancier High Range pH Color Chart. Le tube  
 doit être placé dans une zone bien éclairée sur le fond  
 blanc du nuancier. La couleur la plus proche indique le pH  
 de l’échantillon d’eau. Rincer le tube à essai à l’eau propre  
 après chaque utilisation.

Niveaux de pH recommandés
ULes poissons d’eau de mer et les invertébrés nécessitent un pH 
compris entre 8,2 et 8,4. API PROPER pH 8,2 peut être utilisé dans 
les aquariums de cichlidés africains et d’eau de mer.

TEST AMMONIAQUE 

Pourquoi analyser la concentration en ammoniaque? 
L’ammoniac (NH3) est produit par les branchies, l’urine et les 
déjections des poissons tropicaux et se répand directement 
dans l’eau de l’aquarium. L’ammoniac provient également de 
la nourriture et d’autres matières organiques en décomposition. 
Une forte concentration en ammoniac peut entraîner la perte 
rapide des poissons. Même des traces d’ammoniac peuvent 
stresser les poissons, ralentir le fonctionnement de leur système 
immunitaire et diminuer leur résistance aux maladies. Lors de 
l’installation d’un nouvel aquarium, la concentration en 
ammoniaque doit être analysée tous les deux jours. Une fois le 
filtre biologique établi (de 4 à 6 semaines), l’analyse de la 
concentration en ammoniaque doit être effectuée une fois par 
semaine.

Petits conseils pour effectuer les tests : Ce coffret de réactifs 
vous permet de mesurer l'ammoniaque total en parties par 
million (ppm) [une unité équivalant à des milligrammes par litre 
(mg/l)], dans une plage de 0 à 8,0 ppm (mg/l).

DANGER

SOLUTION DE TEST D'AMMONIAQUE NO 2
Peut attaquer les métaux • Peut entraîner de graves brûlures à la peau et des dommages 
aux yeux • Peut provoquer une grave irritation des yeux • Nocif pour la vie en milieu 
aquatique • Ne pas respirer les poussières / fumées / gaz / brouillards / vapeurs / 
pulvérisations • Protégez-vous correctement avec des vêtements, gants et lunettes ou 
casque muni d'une visière • Conserver le produit dans son emballage d'origine • Eviter 
tout rejet dans l'environnement • EN CAS D'INGESTION : Se rincer la bouche. NE PAS faire 
vomir • EN CAS DE CONTACT AVEC LA PEAU (ou les cheveux) : Retirer immédiatement les 
vêtements contaminé. Se rincer la peau avec de l'eau ou sous la douche • EN CAS DE 
CONTACT AVEC LES YEUX : Rincer précautionneusement à l'eau pendant quelques 
minutes. Si possible, retirer les lentilles de contact. Continuer de rincer • Appeler 
immédiatement un CENTRE ANTI-POISON / un médecin ou un secouriste • Traitement 
spécial (voir conseils sur l'étiquette) • Laver les vêtements contaminés avant de les 
réutiliser • Absorber les déversements pour éviter tout dommage au matériel • EN CAS 
D'INHALATION : Transporter la victime à l'extérieur et la maintenir au repos dans une 
position où elle peut respirer confortablement • Garder le produit sous clef • Eliminer le 
contenu / conteneur dans une décharge acceptant les produits chimiques ou, s'il s'agit 
d'un produit organique, l'incinérer à haute température.

TEST NITRITES
Pourquoi analyser la concentration en nitrites ? 
Les nitrites (NO2

–) sont produits par le filtre biologique de 
l’aquarium. Les bactéries bénéfiques du filtre biologique 
transforment l’ammoniaque en nitrites. Puis le filtre biologique 
transforme les nitrites en nitrates (NO3

–). Les nitrites présents dans 
l’aquarium sont toxiques ; ils empêchent les poissons de respirer 
normalement et une forte concentration en nitrites entraînera la 




